Marina Bay Club

Communications from the Board – May 2008

Important notice to Unit owners about deck coating:

The following applies to Units:  6, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 58, 64, 71, 75, 89, 91 and 93.

Please be advised that the contractors will begin the process of power washing and gel coating on your deck the week of June 9, 2008.   Weather permitting, they will work until completed, which should take about three days. 

All furniture must be removed from the deck prior to June 9th. If you need assistance moving your furniture, a contractor will move your furniture for you at a cost of $35.00 per hour, with a minimum $35.00 charge. This is between you and the contractor.  Contact your management company at 732-460-2800 if you want this done and if there are any other issues.

Once the work is completed, it is very important that you do not walk on the deck for two days, and do not put anything on the deck for seven days. You must allow time for the deck to properly dry.

Nominations to the Board

We have two openings for the Board as two members terms of office are up.  These are Joe Cornacchio and MaryLou Madden.   Of course, these members can run again.  A formal announcement will follow within the required time-window which is between fifteen and forty-five days before the election (July 9, 2008)

If you have any questions regarding the above, or are considering running for the Board of Trustees and are curious to know what is involved, please do not hesitate to ask a member of the Board.  Please take this opportunity to become involved in your Association!!

Pool News
The pool opens Memorial Day weekend.   The full schedule is attached so you can post it in a convenient place.  There have been many improvements including repainting the pool bottom and putting new coping around the edges and new tile below the coping.    The outside shower stalls are also being repainted.  Fred Hock, the Board Member responsible for the pool, asks that persons using the lounge and regular chairs use towels on top so that suntan lotion does not permanently stain this furniture.   Also, it helps if showers are taken before entering the pool.  This is not a hygiene issue – suntan lotion in the water degrades the tile and coping.

New Addition to the Board

Since Michael Matthews resigned from the Board, the Board interviewed two candidates and appointed Bill McGruther, who will be on the Board until July of 2009.  Bill will be in charge of landscaping.   If you want to talk to him about landscaping issues, you can call your management company (732-460-2800) or better yet send email to kathy@hearthstonecentral.com. 

Paving

The entire Marina Bay site was repaved.   It helped that there was good weather but kudos should go to Bill Holden, our Board President, who dealt with the contractors, synchronized the communications to residents and was there every day to see that paving went according to plan.    We do know that there are low spots where water collects.  Some of these spots have already been resolved but some may take up to a year to resolve while the macadam cures and then we will apply a sealer  to the roadway.  In that process we will build up low spots.

Tennis courts

Our tennis courts were repaved in 2007.   However we now have a new windscreen that will be on the northern side of the tennis courts.  The windscreen was put up by volunteers made up of Board members and unit owners.  As a reminder, the tennis courts are locked but you may get the combination by calling the management company.

Cluster Parking

As a reminder, cluster parking is for your guests.    Both garages should be used for parking cars before using space elsewhere.   When you use the cluster areas for parking, someone’s guests are inconvenienced.

Parking at the marina
Marina parking is for persons who rent slips at the marina.  However, the owners of the marina allow others to park at the marina on non-weekends and non-holidays during the boating season. The signs in front of the marina clearly state the dates for which these rules are in effect.

Courtyard landscaping
In a continuation of our efforts to beautify our grounds, more courtyards will be landscaped this summer starting around May19th.  Unit numbers affected are 23 though 39, 6 through 10, 17 through 22 and 45 through 50.

Marina Bay Club Appearance

Technically, the appearance of the outside of the units is the responsibility of the Board of Trustees.   We want to maintain some consistency of appearance without undue constraints on free expression.      If we let unit owners do anything they want, Marina Bay may have a “tacky” appearance and reduce the value of our homes.

For this reason, we need anyone who wants to replace windows or doors come before Board and ask for permission.     If changes in appearance are made without Board approval, you risk being told to remove or repaint the illegal changes.

Unit members should also remember that the grounds outside your unit (including the area outside the rock gardens) are owned by the Community and therefore modifications to those areas without Board approval are technically illegal.  However, the Board does not want to be in a position to give clearance to every attempt to beautify the grounds around your property.    So the planting of bushes, flowers, etc., should get Board approval but generally we let the unit owners alone on this.   If there is any doubt, you can get permission from the Landscaping Chair.     The only danger is that if you proceed without Board approval, the Board may ask that you return the grounds to the original condition.

Please don’t plan on planting or removing large trees without consulting the Board. 

On another note, we want all doors and molding around the windows to be the same dark brown color. The Board realizes that there are many shades of brown and old doors which were originally in-code may not be as “brown” as they used to be.  However, you only have to ask and your front door (but not the screen or storm door) will be repainted by the Association.   If you don’t want to wait and want to paint your door (or anything else), we will supply the paint.   Large deviations from brown such as tan or white are definitely out.   Windows should slide horizontally rather than vertically.

We have had cases where colors are not what the current Board approves.  If a unit owner claims (and can prove) that a former Board approved that color, the Board will have the offending door repainted at the Association’s expense. 

The Board occasionally makes an inspection trip to find violations and you may get a notice which would give you thirty days to resolve the problems.    Of course, you may always go before the Board to plead your case – just call the Management Company and ask that you be put on the agenda.

The Board plans to be more aggressive in notifying owners of illegal modifications and will give thirty days for remediation before fining Unit owners.

Rules and regulations are posted at http://MarinaBayClub.net.

Minutes of April 2008 Board meeting are attached.

Thanks

Harris Drucker, Ph.D.

Communications Chair

Attachments:

Pool Hours

Minutes of April Board meeting

Pool Hours

2008

Memorial Day Weekend though

Last week of June

(weekends)

10:00 am – 5 pm

July 1, 2008 to mid-August

10:30 am – 7:30 pm

mid-August – Labor Day

10:30 am – Dusk

MARINA BAY CLUB BOARD OF TRUSTEES

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING

APRIL 2, 2008

MINUTES

The meeting took place at the Association’s pool house.

Present at the Meeting:  F. Hock, H. Drucker, M. Madden, K. Winthrop, B. Holden, K. Winch (Management)

Homeowners Present:  Ken Higgins

The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM

The Board reviewed the minutes from the March meeting.  A motion was made by Harris Drucker and seconded by Fred Hock to approve the minutes.  Motion carried, all in favor.

The Board reviewed the amendment Ramsey Berman regarding insurance.  The Board requested further clarification, and that the By-Law passages are noted and requested it be sent to the Association’s insurance agent for review.

Kathy Winthrop noted she has received a copy of the bank statement from Smith Barney.  

There were questions about the budget.  Kathy Winthrop said she would meet with Management after April 15th to go over the cash flow statement and review landscaping invoices to determine what money has been spent for the courtyard.

Bill Holden stated he had a meeting with Brian McDevitt from High Tech to discuss High Tech completing the courtyard work, and paying half the contract now and the other half in 2009.  Brian will see if his supervisor will approve the work. Money has been budgeted for as part of the special assessment.  

Harris Drucker questioned why his unit was not on the list for courtyard work to be done.  Management was directed to contact High Tech to get a quote to remove the junipers at Unit 74 and put down stone.

A motion was made by Harris Drucker and seconded by Fred Hock to approve the High Tech proposal for the work not related to the courtyard project.  Motion carried, all in favor.

It was mentioned there are weeds in the rear of Unit 93.  Management to contact High Tech.

It was mentioned Rich Weber stained the concrete outside of the pool house to see if it would tie in with other concrete in the community.

There was a discussion about getting a lockbox for the pool key instead of keeping it in its current location.  Bill to have Rich Weber install.

It was noted that the pool contractor has begun removing the coping from the pool area.  It should be delivered within the next few days.  The contractor has been notified of the paving schedule.

Bill Holden reported that the contracted garage aprons were done with the exception of three, that the milling of the asphalt would begin on Monday and 40 more decks had to be done.  Last year, only the cracks were filled on the 40 decks.

There was a discussion about conformity of color of the doors.  There was a discussion about doing another walkthrough in the community to look at colors.  Discussion to try to set up via email.

Fred Hock (#86) reported he had a problem with termites and received an estimate from Cowley’s Pest Control.  He would like to use Cowley’s.  The Association currently uses Quality Termite and Pest Control.  The Board approved using Cowley’s, but will only pay up to what Quality would charge and the owner has to pay the balance.  

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:45PM.  The next meeting will take place Wednesday, May 7, 2008 at 7:00PM.
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